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port for the East Indies a busy coaling station and one of
the biggest oil fuel distributing centres Its status normally
depends largely on its situation as a point of transhipment

FIG 28   THE POSITION OF SINGAPORE
Sir Stamford Raffles  prophecy that Singapore would become
the bottleneck of the Pacific has been abundantly justified   It is
to the western Pacific ^hat Panama is to the American side
The products of the archipelago were collected there while
the exports to the islands were there loaded from the krge
steamers into the smaller craft trading among the islands
Smelting of tin and canning of locally grown pme apples
are important industries The food and clothing for the
five millions of people on the peninsula and for millions